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Outputs

• Sketch Corpus
• Acquisition Sketch
• Community Materials
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Dual role:
• Primary data for the other two
• Output in its own right

→ Archiving



Why archive the sketch corpus?

• Rich resource – usable for multiple purposes
• Academic purposes, e.g.:

- selected phenomena within a corpus
- micro-variation across corpora of related/neighbouring languages
- typological variation across corpora
- …

• As well as applied and community-oriented purposes, e.g.
- identifying vocabulary and structures for children’s books
- insights into culturally appropriate learning environments
- …
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Why archive the sketch corpus?

• Rich resource – usable for multiple purposes 
→ Preserve sketch data in the face of language endangerment

• Scientific practice – transparency of data and analysis
→ Numerous data repositories
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FAIR principles:
• Findability
• Accessibility
• Interoperability
• Reusability

CARE principles:
• Collective Benefit
• Authority to Control
• Responsibility
• Ethics



Major repositories – language acquisition
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MacWhinney, Brian. 
1991. The CHILDES 
Project: Tools for 
Analyzing Talk (1st 
edition). Hillsdale, 
NJ: Lawrence 
Erlbaum.

https://childes.talkbank.org/

https://childes.talkbank.org/


Major repositories – language documentation
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ELAR (Berlin, Germany) 
(https://www.elararchive.org/)

TLA (MPI, Netherlands) 
(https://tla.mpi.nl)

PARADISEC, Australia 
(https://paradisec.org.au)

AILLA (Texas, USA)
(https://www.ailla.utexas.org)

LAC (Cologne, Germany)
(https://lac.uni-koeln.de)

https://www.elararchive.org/
https://tla.mpi.nl/
https://paradisec.org.au/
https://www.ailla.utexas.org/
https://lac.uni-koeln.de/


Which archive?

• Good news: you can’t go wrong – all the above language acquisition/ 
documentation repositories are suitable choices

• Recommendation:
- Your prior experience and familiarity – with a particular archive, data 

processing setup, research community/network etc.

• Institutional cooperation with the Language Archive Cologne (LAC)
- Archives the sketch corpus (if you cannot or don’t want to archive elsewhere)
- Compiles information on all sketch corpora archived at the LAC and elsewhere
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Which archive?

• Archives have their own standard setups and procedures wrt:
- file and data formats
- implementing access rights and restrictions
- providing and structuring metadata information
- …

→ Discuss the requirements and possibilities early on in your project
• Setups and procedures are mostly applicable to child language data, 

too
… but be aware of some special requirements for child data
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Child language data

1) Sensitivity of data
2) More extensive metadata
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1) Sensitivity of data

• Data often cannot be made publically available:
- data from minors
- recordings capture unguarded informal day-to-day interaction
- metadata captures information on the linguistic and non-linguistic 

development of the children and on their social networks

→ Think carefully about access rights & restrictions, and about 
anonymization or pseudonymization
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1) Sensitivity of data (ctd.)

• Who has access to what?
• Consent to archive the data

- access for specific scientific and/or community-related purposes only?
- access to parts of the data (e.g. only the transcript)?
- anonymization or pseudonymization?
- re-negotiating informed consent with the children once they come of age?
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NB: Explore the tools that are being developed within the ViCom 
(Visual Communication) network for anonymizing faces and voices
https://vicom.info/vicom-data-network/

https://vicom.info/vicom-data-network/


1) Sensitivity of data (ctd.)

• Who has access to what?
• Consent to archive the data
• Beyond archives

- families (and other participants) – for their own record, but in which form?
- other community members – e.g. to show videos when recruiting new 

participants? or to re-use data for community materials?
- transcribers and translators?
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2) Extensive metadata (= data about data)

• Structured metadata recommended by the archive
- e.g. who are the participants, where and when did the recording take place, 

which language, which topic? etc.

• Need for more extensive metadata than is typical for adult corpora 
- because this information directly impacts the interpretability of the child data

• Metadata collected during:
- preparatory stages of corpus construction (→ The SAM, Part II, Section 4; Meeting 7, June 12)

- transcription process (→ The SAM, Part I, Section 3.2.3; Meeting 6, April 17)
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2) Extensive metadata: Dossier of child

(i) Assign an ID or pseudonym, and make sure to use this in publications to 
protect privacy. The participants may find it fun to suggest their own 
pseudonyms.
(ii) Name, gender, age (as precisely as possible).
(iii) Any information that you have collected on their linguistic and non-
linguistic development, for example their talkativity, their first words, their 
longest utterances, at which ages they mastered which skills, etc.
(iv) Any information that you have collected on their typical daily routines.
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2) Extensive metadata: Dossier of child (ctd.)

Their main interlocutors (even if they do not participate in any of the 
recordings). This list should minimally include the immediate family (parents, 
siblings), but it is likely to contain others as well (e.g. grandparents, more 
distant relatives, neighbors). The goal is to identify and characterize the main 
interlocutors of the focus children.
(v) ID/pseudonym, name, gender, age.
(vi) Type of relationship to focus child.
(vii) Typical contexts of interaction with focus child.
(viii) Language(s) known, and language(s) typically used with focus child.
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2) Extensive metadata: Recording

(i) The structured metadata recommended by the archive for each 
participant in a session (e.g. ID/pseudonym, name, gender, age, role in the 
recording) and the session (e.g. date, location, topic).
(ii) Record the ages of all participating children as precisely as possible and 
calculate them for each session (if possible in the format YY;MM.DD).
(iii) For each participant, record the type of relationship with the focus child.
(iv) A descriptive account of the context of the recording: setting/location 
(e.g. “in the kitchen hut, next to the fire”), participants and their 
contributions (e.g. “the adults talk amongst themselves and only rarely 
interact with the children, while the children play with each other”), main 
activities (e.g. “the children play with sticks”), and main topics (e.g. “the 
children talk about building a house”).
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Give an overview of data

• As an introduction to the archival collection and for the Acquisition 
Sketch:

- A table listing the focus children and their ages.
- Introduction to each of the focus children: Are they older, younger, middle 

siblings or only children? Which family members do they live with? Which 
other languages (if any) are used in the home? Is there anything else of note? 
For example, do they attend formal education?
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cf. Meeting 2 (July 19, 2023) https://qaqet.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/corpus

https://qaqet.phil-fak.uni-koeln.de/corpus


Give an overview of data (ctd.)

• As an introduction to the archival collection and for the Acquisition 
Sketch:

- A brief overview of each of the recordings used for the sketch. In what setting 
were they recorded (e.g. in the home, in the bush)? In what sorts of activities 
were the children principally engaged (e.g. playing outside with peers, reading 
with a caregiver, gathering food, painting, eating dinner).

- A list of other participants appearing in the recordings. If known, also list the 
relationship to the focus child. For children, provide (approximate) age.
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cf. Meeting 2 (July 19, 2023)



Discussion points

• Which archive?
• Child language data

- Sensitivity of data
- More extensive metadata

• Overview of data
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