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Language Information



Language Information

Identify the language
• ISO  (https://iso639-3.sil.org)
• Glottocode (https://glottolog.org)
• Language family
• Dialect situation and your focus dialect

Locate the language
• Where in the world is it typically used?



Linguistic Situation

Identify the people
• How many people use the language?
• Are they a distinct subset of the population?

Linguistic situation across the lifespan
• Are users evenly balanced across age groups or language shift occurring? 
• Shift to bilingualism / multilingualism at later age via schooling etc.?



Setting Information

Is the language one of several used within the community? 

Is the language restricted to particular domains of use (e.g. within the home)?

What language(s) are used in school?

Previous studies of child language acquisition in this or related languages



Example from Inuktitut – Language Info



Example from Inuktitut – Previous Research



Typology



Principles

General grammatical properties  not full grammar

Refer to general patterns here; put details in later sections as relevant

Provide references for grammars if available

No need for a full grammar to exist!



What to Include
Phonology
• Overview of basic phonology
• Notable phonological properties (e.g. lexical tone)



Example from Inuktitut – Phonology



What to Include
Phonology
• Overview of basic phonology
• Notable phonological properties (e.g. lexical tone)

Word Order
• Fixed or flexible
• Possible word order options for sentence and noun phrase



Example from Inuktitut – Word Order / Syntax



What to Include
Phonology
• Overview of basic phonology
• Notable phonological properties (e.g. lexical tone)

Word Order
• Fixed or flexible
• Possible word order options for sentence and noun phrase

Morphological Type
• Isolating / synthetic / agglutinative / etc.
• Head or dependent-marking properties
• Rough template of predicate and/or noun



Example from Inuktitut – Morphology



Multilingualism



Possible Multilingual Scenarios

Scenario 1: Mostly use focal language, other language less prevalent
• Highlight focal language in data collection – prioritize settings where it is used
• Write sketch on focal language
• Note patterns in other language in introductory section – when and where is 

other language typically used

Scenario 2: All people highly bilingual and regularly use both languages
• Focus sketch on one or other language
• Focus sketch on mixed language (e.g. Light Warlpiri)



Overview of Multilingual Situation

Official languages in country / area

Lingua franca

Languages in daily use in different situations (e.g., home, work, school, TV, radio, 
religious ceremonies, community activities, health services)

Number and age distribution of multilinguals

Effects of multilingualism for focal language / community

General use of code switching, cross-linguistic influence, language change, etc.

Multilingual situation for children in sketch



Example from Inuktitut – General Situation



Example from Inuktitut – Effects of Multilingualism



Example from Inuktitut – Multilingualism in Study



Possible Phenomena to Cover in Sketch
Code switching / mixing (Muysken 2000)

Cross-linguistic influence (Serratrice 2013)

Evidence of diachronic change (differences in older vs. younger speakers)

Evidence of emergence of new language (e.g. Light Warlpiri Warlpiri + English/Kriol)

Compare trajectory of acquisition of a particular phenomenon across two languages

Compare trajectory of acquisition of monolingual vs. bilingual children

How to cover

• Document patterns qualitatively

• Quantitative analysis only if frequent enough



Learning Environment 
and Ethnotheories



Ethnotheories on Language Development
Ideas about how children acquire language
• Do adults play a role in children’s language development?
• Can/should children be taught language? 
• Are there different attitudes about acquiring different languages (if bilingual)? 

Developmental stages recognized (if any)
• Stages when children master specific skills? Which ages? Which skills?
• Ideas on when children start using language? What their first words are? When 

children have acquired most of the features of their language?

Other points
• Are children’s gestures, gaze and early vocalizations considered language?
• Do people assess children’s language (“better” or “worse” skills)? How? 



Views on Language Use
Special register used with children – ‘child-directed language’ (CDL)
• Do people reflect on why they are using (or not using) CDL? 
• Are people aware of any specific lexical or structural properties of CDL?
• When is CDL used? How common is CDL? 

Comprehension vs. production
• Do people focus differently on children’s comprehension vs. production?
• Effect on attitude about children as conversational partners – e.g. not talking to 

children until they are able to respond verbally?

Salient language features
• Any features of child language that strike caregivers as salient? 
• Any common non-target-like forms, speech acts, routines?



Interactional Contexts
Types of communicative interactions 
• What types of interactions do children typically engage in? In what language(s)?
• What activities associated with interactions? (e.g. peer interaction looking for firewood)

Behavior in interactions
• Do children produce language and/or gestures to demonstrate active participation?
• How do the children’s interlocutors respond to these productions? 
• Do they facilitate children’s contributions? Discourage them? Correct them? Ignore them?
• Age- or gender-related differences in communicative interaction? 

Distribution of interactions
• What does an average day look like for a child? 
• How are types of communicative interactions typically distributed over the day?



Example from Inuktitut – Values and Caregiving



Example from Inuktitut – Views on Language Use



Questions and Discussion

Good luck in writing up the 
background information!
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