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Agenda
Sections on child language
General approach

• Goal: showing patterns and developmental trajectory
• Giving background information
• Options: description, tables, graphs, examples

Spontaneous utterances vs. repetitions
• Value and relevance of each
• Variation sets

Determining productivity
• Expansion to other contexts
• Emergence of paradigms
• Non-target-like structures and overgeneralizations
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Sections
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Child language

Section
6.1. Phonology and prosody
6.2. Lexicon and semantics
6.3. Morphology
6.4. Syntax
6.5. Gestures
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Child language

Section Meeting
6.1. Phonology and prosody 13th November 2024
6.2. Lexicon and semantics 8th January 2025
6.3. Morphology 12th March 2025
6.4. Syntax 9th April 2025
6.5. Gestures 11th June 2025

Today: Overview
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General Approach
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Sketch Manual
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Goal: Present data pattern and/or 
developmental trajectory for each 
section/structure

Objectives

General overview of what the children produce at each age for each section / structure

General sense of the developmental trajectory for each section / structure

Considerations

Include frequency info to give a sense of how much data the analysis is based on

Amount of detail and strength of conclusions depend on amount of data

Info by child shows variation, info by group may show clearer pattern

Several options: explanation in text, tables, graphs, examples (can be combined)
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How to begin: Short statement of questions 
covered

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, pp. 182, 195

Short statement of research questions / topics covered in that section
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How to begin: Short intro on structure

Short reference (or nothing) for structures already mentioned in Typology section

Slightly more detail for structures not mentioned in Typology section

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, pp. 182, 195

Short statement of what the child has to learn in the relevant area
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How to begin: Short info about expectations

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 192

Short info about expectations based on previous research (in 
general or in the language)
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How to begin: Short summary before giving detail

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 193

Short summary of the general patterns of acquisition in the relevant area

This is followed by two tables and more detailed explanation:
- number of types and tokens of nominal inflections by age
- list of nominal inflections used at each age
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How to begin: Short explanation of method

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, pp. 182, 195

Short statement of the method you used for analysis
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Description – General pattern in data

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 194

Nominal inflections produced in Inuktitut
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Description – Developmental trajectory in data

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 182

Phonemes produced in Inuktitut
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Table – N uses of structure per age

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 207

Uses of structure per 30-minute session
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Table – Proportion per age

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 204

Proportion of uses of two (or more) alternatives given opportunities for production
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Table – N and proportion per child and age

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 190 19



Table – Proportion of use of each form

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 186

Demonstrative roots produced in Inuktitut

Earliest
Most frequent

Later
Less frequent
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Graph – N (per child) per age

Mongolian; Byambasuren, talk at X-PPL 2024

Could include trend line to show 
developmental trajectory

Dots here show production for each child 
rather than each group – useful to show 
variability across children

Options – per 30 minutes
– per utterance
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Graph – Proportion per age

Mongolian; Byambasuren, talk at X-PPL 2024

Proportion of each type of negation function out of all uses of negation
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Examples – Typical structures

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 197 23



Examples – Typical gestures

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, p. 207 24



Examples – Early vs. later structures

Mongolian: Byambasuren, talk at X-PPL 2024; Inuktitut: Lee & Allen 2023, p. 189

First used with auxiliaries 
Khool boloo-güi bai-na.
food become-NEG be-AUX.FUT
‘Food is not ready.’ (age 2;5)

Negation suffix in Mongolian
Later used with verbs 
Bi ger-t-ee togloo-güi.
I home-LOC-POSS play-NEG
‘I didn’t play at home.’ (age 3;0)

One morpheme at 1;4
Anaana!
mother
‘Mother!’ (Jini)

Six morphemes at 3;2
Av-unnga-a-kainna-si-gama.
there.away-ALL-arrive.at-for.a.while-PRES-CTG.1SG.SBJ

‘I’m going over there for a while.’ (Lizzie)

Word length in Inuktitut
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Examples – Interesting phenomena

Khii-kh-güi bolo-güi.
do-INF-NEG put-NEG
‘No, you don't put it yet.’ (age 2;6)

Double negation in Mongolian

Full passive in Inuktitut

Ittu-mut qai-qu-jau-gavit.
Ittuq-ALL.SG come-want-PASS-CTG.2SG.SBJ

‘I’m going over there for a while.’ (Elijah, age 2;9)

Mongolian: Byambasuren, talk at X-PPL 2024; Inuktitut: Lee & Allen 2023, p. 198 26



How to end section: Short summary

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023, pp. 182, 195

Short summary of findings at end of each section (phonology, lexicon, etc.)
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Spontaneous vs. Repetition
(Examples from the Qaqet language)
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Sketch Manual

29Defina et al. 2023, p. 63



E.g. MLU
(→ 12th March 2025, Morphology session)

“Several types of words and utterances are typically excluded from the analysis 
because they do not index the child’s linguistic ability. These include [...] 
immediate partial or full repetitions (of self or interlocutor).“
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E.g. MLU
(→ 12th March 2025, Morphology session)

(Self) repetition: a(l)uanngi ‘piece of cloth’

YJL (4;1) auanngi
ZDL (2;0) ah? 
YJL auanngi
ZDL ah?
YJL auanngi [x 15] to ZDL/self: repetition
ZDL papa turning away to father

interaction YJL/ZDL

repeated insistence on a message vs. 
repeated attempts to produce a word
• evidence from intonation patterns, 

gaze behavior, interactional moves
• record your criteria for 

segmentation within the metadata 
of the corpus

cf. CHAT Manual (MacWhinney 2021: 
Chapter 9)
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E.g. MLU
(→ 12th March 2025, Morphology session)

(Other) repetition: gu-papa-iam=a ‘my two parents here’ (4 morphemes)

YJL (4;0) gupapaiama
ZDL (1;11) mpapama
YJL gupapaiama
ZDL mpapama
YJL gupapaiam a
ZDL upapama
YJL gupapa[iama]
ZDL upapama

“The above structure is morphologically very complex and 
it is unlikely that a child of 1;11 has productive command 
over it. [Searching the corpus] will probably reveal that 
the corpus contains very few utterances of two-year-old 
children [...] that consist of four morphemes. Inspecting 
these utterances may then reveal contextual factors that 
suggest that they are unanalyzed forms occurring, for 
example, in repetition contexts.”
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Sketch Manual
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E.g. Phonology

Cousin ZDL (2;0)
ia, ar aɽ
aɽ [imitates]
ar aɽ
nyi ma, ar aɽ
nyi ma, ar as
ar

“We recommend paying special 
attention to contexts where 
children repeat their 
interlocutors’ utterances: their 
repetitions may be more or less 
target-like, providing important 
clues to their developing 
phonological knowledge.“

(→ 13th November 2024, Phonology session)
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E.g. Morphology
(→ 12th March 2025, Morphology session)

ɲinaɽi, amaɣulditki ʝiknak ɣuldit tiak? ɣuldit tiak?
mh? ɣulit tiaka?
amaɣulditki ʝiknak ɣuldit tiaka?
mh ɣuldit tiak? ɣuldit tiak? ɣuldit tiak?
aɣulditki ʝiknak ɣuldit tiaka? ɣuldit tiak?
mh ɣusulik.. ɣuldit tuak?
mh? ɣuldit tiak?
aɣulditki ʝiknak ɣuldit tiak?

Mother: ZDL (2;0):
ama=ɣuldit-ki ʝi=knak ɣuldit tiak(a)
ART=frog-SG.F 3SG.F.SBJ=cry frog (3SG.F.SBJ)??.cry
‚the frog is calling‘ ‚frog call‘

Morphologically complex 
target form – child 
repeating only the roots.
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E.g. Variation sets 
(→ 12th March 2025, Morphology session)

Pronoun Verb Object Adverb
ɲi kut you dig
unə kut we dig
ɲi kut you dig
ɲi kut you dig
ɲi kut you dig
ɲi kut te + ama + sinəp you dig for the spiders

sinəp spiders
ɲi kut iara you dig here
ɲi kur a you dig now

replacing elements adding/deleting elements
YRA (3;2) to YDS (2;0)
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Determining Productivity
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Hard to determine what is productive

Problem

Hard to tell if children are producing fixed forms/chunks or ‘know’ the structure

Need a lot of data and analysis to determine productivity

Considerations

You likely won’t have enough data to show productivity of many structures

So you likely won’t know for sure if most structures are productive

You can use several strategies to get suggestive hints of productivity
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Sketch Manual
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Expansion of element to other contexts

40

Sikituur-ti-lau-nnga.
ride.skidoo-CAUS-POL-IMP.2SG>1SG

‘Let me ride the skidoo.’ (Elijah 2;0)

Early stage – causative only with imperative inflection
Ti-lau-ruk.
CAUS-POL-IMP.2SG>3SG

‘Make it do X.’ (Lizzie 2;6)

Itsiva-ti-tait.
sit-CAUS-PAR.2SG>3SG

‘You made it sit.’ (Paul 3;3)

Taku-ti-laa-raminga?
see-CAUS-FUT-CTG.4SG>1SG

‘Will he let me see it?’ (Elijah 2;5)

Later stage – causative expands to be used with other inflections

Inuktitut: Defina et al. 2023, p. 70



Emergence of small paradigms
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Qimiqqua-lunga.
look.at.book-ICM.1SG

‘While I look at the book.’ (Lizzie 3;2)

Verbal inflection

Qimiqqua-luta.
look.at.book-ICM.1PL

‘While we look at the book.’ (Lizzie 3;2)

Atsungi-si-jara.
lock-PRSP-PAR.1SG>3SG

‘I’m locking it.’ (Lizzie 3;2)

Atsungi-langa-jara.
lock-FUT-PAR.1SG>3SG

‘I’m going to lock it.’ (Lizzie 3;2)

Tense/aspect forms

Inuktitut: Sketch corpus



Overgeneralization

Child uses negative particle 
instead of negative suffix  

Overgeneralize particle for suffix 
Bi khii-ne-sh-dee ügüi. 
I do-FUT-PART-PART NEG
‘I will not do it.’ (SAM002, 3;0)

 Target-like form 
Bi khii-kh-gui-sh-de. 
I do-INF-NEG-PART-PART 
‘I will not do it.’ 

42Mongolian: Byambasuren, talk at X-PPL 2024



Systematic error

MOT: Pallar-tuq.
trip-PAR.3SG.SBJ
‘She tripped.’

CHI: Palla.
trip
‘Tripped.’

MOT: Ijukkar-tuq.
fall-PAR.3SG.SBJ
‘She fell.’

CHI: Ijukka.
fall
‘Fell.’  (Jini 1;4)

Mother uses verb roots with a verbal inflection

Child responds using just the verb root

By 1;10 the inflection appears in >90% of cases

43Inuktitut: Lee & Allen 2023, p. 193



Questions and Discussion

44
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