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Child-Directed Language

 Scaffolding techniques

 Responding to non-target-like 
utterances

 Phonology and prosody

 Lexicon and semantics
Morphosyntax

 Gestures

Child Language

 Phonology and prosody

 Lexicon and semantics

Morphology

 Syntax

 Gesture
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Today

13th Nov.
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Phonology & Prosody (The SAM, pp. 55–57)
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We recommend using this list as a starting point
But be aware:
• some of these features may not be present
• other, unlisted features may be present
• there may not be a CDL register



General remarks (CDL)

• Variability in CDL across individual adults and contexts 
→ describe the observed variability (even though you may not be able to 
attribute it to specific factors)

• Limited amount of ADL in sketch corpus
→ compare the language addressed to younger vs. older age groups 
(because CDL is known to vary with the age of the child)

• Little adult/child interaction in the sketch corpus
→ investigate peer interaction (because older children are known to adopt 
CDL when speaking to younger children)
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General remarks (Phonology & Prosody)

• Comprehensive analysis is (probably) beyond the scope of the sketch 
format – we recommend a pragmatic approach:

- identify most conspicuous differences to adult language 
impressionistically

- conduct spot-checks comparing the language addressed to the 
youngest versus the oldest children in the sketch corpus
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(i) Conspicuous prosodic features?

Child-directed language is often characterized by specific prosodic features. 
In many cultures adults tend to articulate more slowly and clearly, in what 
can be perceived as an exaggerated form of adult language. 

• Pitch and suprasegmentals: High F0? Exaggerated pitch contours or signs?
• Speech and sign rate: Long duration? Long pauses?
• Hesitations and disfluencies: Few hesitations?
• Articulation: Adults communicating with more opened mouths or larger 

signs? More careful articulation?
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Pitch contours (Qaqet)
The SAM, p. 56
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Pitch contours (Qaqet)
The SAM, p. 56
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Pitch contours (Murrinhpatha)
Kidd et al., submitted
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Pitch contours (Murrinhpatha)
Kidd et al., submitted
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Pitch contours (Murrinhpatha)
Kidd et al., submitted
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‘Implore’ contour directed to child (4;0)



Speech rate (Inuktitut)
Lee & Allen 2023: 154–155
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Speech rate (Inuktitut)
Lee & Allen 2023: 154–155
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(ii) Divergences from adult-directed phonology?

Adults may have reported on some phonemes being ‘difficult’ for children. If 
yes, pay special attention to their use of these phonemes. In addition:
• Do you observe interlocutors substituting phonemes? 

(e.g. twain for train)
• Do you observe the omission or addition of phonemes? 

(e.g. dolly for doll)
• Do you observe a reduction of consonant clusters? 

(e.g. tummy for stomach)
• Do you observe that adults produce underlying forms and suspend 

morphophonological changes?
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Substitution & Reduplication (Qaqet)
Frye 2022: 153
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Reported by adults:

Very rare in the data:

Sketch corpus Larger corpus Example
s > t 1 9 tup ‘drink’ (ADL: sup)
Reduplication of 
last syllable

0 2 kauaikuaik ‘he runs’



Morphophonological changes (Qaqet)
Hellwig & Jung 2020: 202–203
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Intervocalic lenition (ADL):
aɣuukuka ‘sweet potato’
a=kuukuk-ka ‘NM=sweet.potato-SG.M’

Underlying forms (CDL) – no lenition:
YDS (2;0) *kaakak sweet potato
Mother ee, *kuukuka yes, sweet potato
YDS (2;0) *kaakak sweet potato
YRA (3;2) *akuukuka sweet potato
Mother ee yes
YDS (2;0) *kaakak sweet potato
YRA (3;3) ussh! don‘t!

In CDL, adults regularly omit (otherwise 
obligatory) articles:
• underlying consonants surface
• lenition processes are suspended
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