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Child-Directed Language

 Scaffolding techniques

 Responding to non-target-like 
utterances

 Phonology and prosody

 Lexicon and semantics
Morphosyntax

 Gestures

Child Language

 Phonology and prosody

 Lexicon and semantics

Morphology

 Syntax

 Gesture
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8th Oct

Today

(The SAM, pp. 64–67)



Background

• Children develop a sensitivity towards the phonological system of their 
language long before age 1;0:

- learning to distinguish relevant phonemic contrasts
- producing articulations that become increasingly similar to the phonemes of their 

language
• This development continues well into the period covered by the sketch 

corpus:
- basics of phonology at about age 2;6
- continuing to acquire more complex aspects of phonology, phonotactics and prosody 

over the following years
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General remarks

• The sketch corpus will feature a large number of both target- and non-
target-like realizations of words, thus enabling you to describe salient 
patterns and put forward hypotheses about developments in this area.

• Pay special attention to contexts where children repeat their interlocutors’ 
utterances: their repetitions may provide important clues to their 
developing phonological knowledge.

• Work with lists of the language’s phonemes, allophones and syllable 
structures, ticking off the productions you observe for children of each age 
bracket.
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Phoneme inventory
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Example: Phoneme inventory (Inuktitut)
Lee & Allen 2023: 181–183
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Example: Phoneme inventory (Inuktitut), ctd.
Lee & Allen 2023: 181–183
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Substitutions & omissions
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Example: Substitutions (Qaqet)
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2;0-2;6 adults
alum arum
talu ~ taju taru
(a)jim ~ (a)tim (a)rim
bulum buɽum

Cousin ZDL (2;0)
ia, ar aɽ
aɽ [imitates]
ar aɽ
nyi ma, ar aɽ
nyi ma, ar as
ar



Phonological processes
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Example: Intervocalic lenition (Qaqet)
Hellwig & Jung 2020: 202–203
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Intervocalic Lenition: t/k/p → ɾ/ɣ/β
• regular process
• but also many exceptions
aɣuukuka ‘sweet potato’
a=kuukuk-ka ‘NM=sweet.potato-SG.M’

Acquisition is protracted – e.g. YRA (3;6): vs. adult target
guakuuɣuka ‘my sweet potato’ guaɣuukuka
gua=kuukuk-ka ‘1SG.POSS=sweet.potato-SG.M’



Example: Consonant harmony (Qaqet)
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FJS (1;7):
papu
papu
papuia
papu
papuia

kapul (ia) → papu (ia)
‘possum (here)’



Phonotactics: Syllable structures
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Tone
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Truncation of words
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Example: Truncation of words (Inuktitut)
Lee & Allen 2023: 192–193
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younger children often produce 
only a verb root without either 
verbal affixes or the verbal 
inflection
• 77% of verb roots at age 1;4
• 4 to 13% of verb roots at age 

1;10 to 3;4



Example: Truncation of words (K’iche’ Mayan)
Pye 1983: 587
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loh = final consonant from il ‘see’ + 
termination morpheme oh

lik = final consonant from ar ‘sleep’ 
+ termination morpheme ik



Extension: Truncation of words
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