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NOTE: All examples in this talk are from Inuktitut (Inuit-Yupik-Unangan family; Lee & Allen 2023)



Mean Length of Utterance

 Are there differences in the length of utterances 
addressed to younger vs. older children?



Utterances addressed to younger children are 
shorter than utterances to older children

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 163



Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 175

Words addressed to younger children are shorter 
than words to older children



Inuktitut; Defina et al. 2023: 59-60

Typical CDL utterances at younger vs. older ages

CDL to child aged 1;4

CDL to children aged 3;2 / 3;3



Morphosyntactic Differences

 Are child-directed utterances essentially correct and 
complete? 

 Do you observe ungrammatical structures, 
simplifications, omissions? 



CDL utterances in Inuktitut are correct and complete

 96% of verbs have inflections

 Utterances are simpler/shorter but not ungrammatical



Typical Morphosyntactic Structures

 What are the typical morphosyntactic structures? 

 Do you observe preference for particular constituent 
orders, specific TAM morphology, specific speech acts? 



Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 164

More types (and tokens) of verbal inflections used in CDL as children get older



Most frequent verbal inflections in CDL are …

 Imperative mood (45%), then indicative (15%)

 Intransitive (75%)

 Singular (90%)

 2nd person subject (60%)

 Consistent with the context: mothers are typically giving 
commands or requests to the child

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 164



Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 164-165

More types (and tokens) of verbal inflections used in CDL as children get older



Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 169

More types (and tokens) of nominal inflections used in CDL as children get older



Most frequent nominal inflections in CDL are …

 Absolutive case (50%)

 Singular (90%)

 Possessive inflections more frequent at 1;4 and 1;10 (>70%)

 Non-possessive inflections more frequent by 2;4 (>60%)

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 169



Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 170

More types (and tokens) of nominal inflections used in CDL as children get older

‘his/her’

‘your’

‘plural’



Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 177

Subjects and objects are typically omitted (realized only in inflection)



Word order follows default patterns

 Default word order is SOV, flexible for information structure

 CDL shows:

 No utterances with both S and O

 Subject: 100% SV, 0% VS

 Object: 89% OV, 11% VO

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 177



Repetitions and Variations
 Do you see exact repetitions? Formulaic 

utterances? Variation sets?
 How common are they? 
 What are their functions? 
 Who uses them?
 Do you observe any age-related differences? 



Mothers use some variation sets
Sequence of utterances with lexical overlap that highlight segmentation

Inuktitut; Lee & Allen 2023: 167



NOTE: All examples in this talk are from Inuktitut (Inuit-Yupik-Unangan family; Lee & Allen 2023)



Questions and Discussion

Good luck in writing up the 
CDL morphosyntax section!
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